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MONTANA SUPREME COURT W ILL HEAR CASE AT UM 
MISSOULA-
A woman is raped while at work as a salesclerk. She files a personal injury lawsuit 
against her employer for allegedly failing to provide a safe workplace, and a jury awards her 
$1.5 million for emotional trauma.
Sounds like an episode of “The Practice,” but actually it’s a real Montana case and it’s 
coming to a courtroom near you.
The case, “Katie Onstad v. Pay less Shoesource and Pay less Store #2655,” is on appeal to 
the Montana Supreme Court, which will hold a public hearing Friday, April 7, at The University 
of Montana.
The hearing is an annual effort by UM’s School of Law to give students, faculty and the 
public an opportunity to watch lawyers present oral arguments in a formal session of Montana’s 
highest court. It will begin at 10 a.m. in the University Theatre with a brief introduction, 
followed by arguments at 10:30 a.m.
At issue in the appeal is whether Onstad’s emotional trauma resulted solely from a 
physical injury -  which would qualify her only for workers’ compensation benefits -  or whether 
it was psychological in origin — which would justify damages awarded in the jury trial.
Lawyers for Payless are James L. Jones and T. Thomas Singer; Onstad’s lawyers are A. 
Clifford Edwards, Elizabeth Halverson and Roberta Anner-Hughes.
For more information, call the law school at 243-4311.
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